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Key Vocabulary 

20th Century The time between 
1900 and 1999. 

21st Century  The time we are in 
now starting in 2000. 

Materials  What toys are made 
from: wood, paper, 
metal, plastic etc. 

Compare To look at two things 
and say which is 
better or worse. 

Chronological 
Order 

To order things by 
when they 
happened. 

Improvements  How something has 
been made better. 

Comparing Past and Present 

Before we compare toys from the past and present we 

need to look at the key features of those toys and how 

they have been improved or changed. Why don’t some 

toys have lights and sounds? Why are some toys made 

out of plastic now instead of metal? From knowing 

these key features and knowing why toys have changed 

we can then make a judgment on which toys are better 

those from the past or those from the present. 

Toy Timeline 

Here you can see how toys 

have changed over time. 

Which toys do you 

recognise? 

Do you have any of 

these toys at home? 

Have you played with 

some of them before? 


