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Reception Curriculum Overview 
 

 English Maths Science Art Computing DT Geography History Music PE PSHE RE 

Block 1 
All About 

Me 

Texts 
Funny Bones 
Marvellous Me 
Shark in the Park 
Polar Bear what can you 
hear? 
Conker the Chameleon 
Going on a Bear Hunt 
Non fiction texts about 
our bodies 
Oliver’s Milkshake 
Activities 
RWI, letter formation, 
Initial sounds, 
positional/directional 
language, developing 
GMS/FMS to prepare for 
writing 
Popcorn poem 
Weekly wow words for 
oracy/word of the week 
for vocab devt. All about 
Me bags. (C&L) 
Comprehension qns. 

1-1
 correspondence 
Sorting and 
matching 
Repeating 
patterns 
Subitising to 3 
Matching amounts 
to 5/sets to 
cardinal value 
Recognition and 
ordering numbers 
to 10 
Using ten frames 
Comparing 
amounts 
Positional 
language 
2D shapes 

Naming parts of 
the body and what 
they are for 
Pictograms – eye 
colour 
Senses – sweet 
and salty 
I have a skeleton 

Freida Karlo – Self 
portrait 
Collage – cutting 
and fine motor 
skills 
Colour/shape and 
size 
Paint portraits of 
faces – observe 
position, size, 
colour 

Smartboard 
Touch and drag 
Identifying icons 

Hammer nails into 
pumpkins  
Threading 
necklaces  

Positional 
vocabulary  
 

Past, present and 
future.  
Baby photographs 
 

Percussion 
tappers, shakers 
and scrapers 
Stop/Start 
Loud Quiet 
Fast and slow 
Bob Marley – Black 
history month 

Balls skills 
Throwing and 
catching  

You choose 
Everyone likes 
different things 
 
Keeping clean and 
looking after our 
bodies 

Introduction to 
assembly for pupils 
new to Dinnington 
Sense of belonging  
Dinnington Family 

Block 2 
Dinosaurs 

Texts 
Ruby’s Worry 
Non fiction texts about 
dinosaurs 
Tyrannosaurus Drip 
Mad About Dinosaurs 
Jesus’s Christmas Party 
Non fiction texts about 
Christmas around the 
world 
Activities 
As above, plus… 
4 x weekly whole class 
handwriting practice 
Phonics games 
Word building CVCs 
Learning nativity songs 
and lines 
Writing Xmas cards 

Subitising up to 6 
1 More/less 
Using number 
lines 
Matching amounts 
to 10 to cardinal 
value 
Number bonds to 
5 
Teen number 
recognition 
Partitioning teen 
numbers (10+?) 

Intro to animals 
Variation in 
colour/size and 
features 

Printing  
Dinosaur 
footprints  
Artist ??? 

Book creator 
Green screen – 
land of the 
dinosaurs 

Paper plate 
moving dinosaur 
with split pins 

Introduction to 
physical features. 
Sea , land, sky  
Dinosaur small 
world  

Events beyond 
living memory 
Dinsosaurs & 
extinction 
Fossil hunters 

Pitch 
High and low 
sounds 
Turn taking 
Perform to an 
audience 
Christmas 
performance 

Ball skills 
Bouncing and 
rolling  

Red Rockets and 
Rainbow Jelly 
What makes us 
unique 

Divali 
 
Christmas story 

Block 3 
Wild World 

Texts 
Where the Wild things 
Are 
Slowly slowly said the 
sloth 
Non fiction texts about 
Rainforests 
Polar Opposites 
Puffin Peter 
Tiddler 
Who Stole the Honey? 
Activities 
As above, plus 
Sentence building 
Weekly spelling practice 
Red word recognition 
Songs linked to topics 
Writing letters & cards 

3D shapes 
2 more/less 
Addition within ten 
Part/whole 
partitioning to 10 
Number bonds 
within 10 
Subtraction up to 
10 
Number bonds to 
10 
Subitising practice 

Intro to habitats – 
live where my food 
is. 
Hot and cold 
habitats 
Oceans - intro 

Henry Rousseau 
Tiger in a Tropical 
Storm 
Mixed media 
jungle picture 
Choosing different 
mediums for tiger 
collage and 
painted tiger 

Class pictogram  
2 count on purple 
mash 

Clay monster faces 
with loose parts 

What is a map 
Globe 
Forests  
Introduction to 
polar regions 

Charles Darwin 
Animals of the 
past – the dodo 

Range of songs 
linked to topic 
Chilli in the Arctic 
Out in the woods 
Underneath the 
ocean 

Gymnastics  
Apparatus 

Blue Chameleon 
Kindness and 
inclusion 

Chinese New Year  
Purim Jewish 
Festival 
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Block4 
You Are 

What You 
Eat 

Texts 
Sam’s sandwich 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Handa’s Surprise 
Pumpkin Soup 
Non fiction farm texts 
Non fiction Farm past & 
present 
 
Activities (as above plus..) 
Writing lists: instructions, 
shopping lists and 
ingredients 
Learning adjectives 
Writing simple sentences 

Subitising practice 
Length and height 
Sequencing 
Teen numbers 
recap 
More/less teen 
numbers 
Number bonds to 
10 practice 
Comparing/orderin
g teen numbers 
Odd/even 
numbers 

Naming wider 
variety of  foods 
and observing 
similarities and 
differences. 
Heaviest/lightest 
Pictogram fav food 
 

Pencil control 
Observational 
drawing of fruit/ 
veg 
Spring blossom 
painting  
Japanese Artist?  

Familiarisation 
with iPad  
How to take a 
photograph 

Made soup and 
sandwiches  
Writing list of 
ingredients & 
shopping 
 
Making cupcakes 

How to get to the 
shop. Describe the 
route. Down the 
path, over the 
road  

Roles of people 
around us in the 
present  
Shopkeeper 
Farmer 
Baker 
 

Respond to 
classical music 
with 
scarves/ribbons 
What is an 
orchestra 
Perform to an 
audience Easter 
Service 

Dance 
Partner work  
Group work 
Sequence and 
holding positions 

The Family Book 
Families look 
different 
 
Healthy eating  

Local church visit 
Easter Service  
Easter traditions  
 

Block 5 
Heroes And 

Villains 

Texts 
3 Billy Goats Gruff 
3 Billy Goats Fluff 
3 Little Pigs 
3 Little Wolves and big 
bad pig 
Princess trad tales 
The Worst Princess 
 
Activities(as above plus..) 
Writing story maps 
Drawing/labelling story 
settings 
Wanted posters 
Sentence building 
Letter writing to a troll 
Menu for a troll 

Sharing equally 
Doubling/halving 
Subtraction within 
10 practice 
Number bonds 
within 10 practice 
Addition and 
subtraction 
number sentence 
within 10 

Who lives on the 
farm  - farm 
animals and their 
young 
Planting 
sunflowers 
Observing dif 
plants, naming 
plants and parts 

Step by step how 
to draw a… 
Wolf 
Pig  
Goat 
Learn how to draw 
something 
independently 

Draw a picture 
using 2 paint and 
print 

Junk modelling 
castles – initial 
joins 
Lolly stick finger 
puppet 3 Billy 
Goats Gruff 

Following direction 
for the wolf. 
Introduction to 
orienteering 
Intro to physical 
and human 
features – bridge, 
house, hill  

Old and new 
buildings – local 
church , old school 
and new buildings 

Call and response 
songs 
Body percussion  

Little Kickers 
Football skills 

Mammy Mama 
and Me 
Families look 
different 

Intro to Eid and my 
friends 
celebrations 

Block 6 
In The 
Garden 

The bad tempered 
ladybird 
Non fiction insect books 
Mad about minibeasts 
The Crunching munching 
caterpillar 
Non fiction bee books 
 
Activities 
Write insect poems 
Writing facts about 
insects 
Learning insect songs 

Addition and 
subtraction 
number sentences 
within 20 
Symmetry 
Doubling/halving 
practice 
Subitising up to 10 
Estimating 
Capacity 
Teen number 
practice 

Minibeasts: 
Bees, butterflies, 
ladybirds &  
Beetles. 
Observing 
minibeasts – 
similarities / 
different 
Habitats 

Hunter Wasser 
Lollipop Trees 
Circles/Swirls and 
shapes in art 
Clay insects – using 
tools to create 
effects 

Familiarisation 
with keyboard 
Type name 

Plan and design a 
rock bug and paint  
 
Make a bug hotel 

Observations of 
physical features – 
pond, tree, plants, 
rocks. 

Past/present 
future in observing 
plants and animals 
and seasons 

Songs with actions 
Makaton signs 
Perform to an 
audience 
Celebration 
assembly 

Little Kickers 
Football skills 

The invisible string  
Resilience 
Get back up again 
song 

Belonging – we 
belong to different 
groups and clubs.  
 

      

Outdoor & indoor 
construction on 
going  

Changes in season 
Where  I live  
Countries of the 
UK 

Past and present 
Yesterday / 
tomorrow 
Today’s date 
Visual timetable 

Fortnightly singing 
assembly 
Daily singing / 
rhymes 
Movement  

 

Zones of 
regulation  
Dinnington Rocks 

 

 

 

 


